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THE WISCONSIN IDEA: A BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Charles McCarthy and Frederic C. Howe: Their Imperial German Sources for the Wisconsin Idea 
in Progressive Politics, LaVern J. Rippley, 1988.  (354/R48) Summarizes how McCarthy and Howe 
adapted German public policy to the Wisconsin setting in sculpting the Wisconsin Idea. 

The Emergence of the Wisconsin Idea, Vernon R. Carstensen, 1981.  (354/C23) Details the origin and 
development of the Wisconsin Idea. 

The La Follettes and the Wisconsin Idea, Edward N. Doan, 1947. (329.81/D65)  Tells the story of the 
La Follette family and their involvement with Wisconsin politics and the Wisconsin Idea. 

McCarthy of Wisconsin, Edward A. Fitzpatrick, 1944. (Ref. 354/F58) Charles McCarthy, first chief 
of the Legislative Reference Library (now Legislative Reference Bureau), was the “champion of the 
Wisconsin Idea”.  This source examines McCarthy’s background and his involvement in Wisconsin gov-
ernment, education, and politics. 

New Wisconsin Idea: Everyone’s Ideas and Shared Ideals, Final Report of the Commission for the 
Study of Administrative Value and Efficiency (SAVE Commission), 1995.  (354/W7k1) Briefly dis-
cusses the tangible Wisconsin Ideas that can be foundations for the future. 

The Origin and Early Development of the Wisconsin Idea, Vernon R. Carstensen, Wisconsin Magazine 
of History, Spring 1956. (354/W7g) Summarizes the early history of the development of the Wisconsin 
Idea. 

Roots of the Wisconsin Idea: The University and Public Policy Since the Progressive Era, Robert 
Haveman and Mark Shroder, 1989.  (354/W7i) Discusses the participation of the University of Wiscon-
sin in developing the Wisconsin Idea during the Progressive Era and its role since. 

The University and the Social Gospel: The Intellectual Origins of the Wisconsin Idea, J. David 
Hoeveler, Jr., Wisconsin Magazine of History, Summer 1976. (377.5/H67) Presents a detailed explana-
tion of how university professors assisted the Wisconsin Legislature in the early years of statehood. 

A University That Runs a State, Frank Parker Stockbridge, World’s Work, 1913. (377.5/St6) This mag-
azine article illustrates how the University of Wisconsin influenced state lawmaking, public service, 
expanded educational benefits, and accessibility to all Wisconsin citizens. 

The Wisconsin Idea, Charles McCarthy, 1912.  (354/W7m) Provides a thorough background of the 
Wisconsin Idea, including the reason for this concept and the areas of its focus. 

The Wisconsin Idea, Dick Pazen, Legislative Reference Bureau, Wisconsin Brief 70-8, 1970. 
(354/W7b) This Wisconsin Legislative Reference Bureau brief outlines and provides a brief history of 
the Wisconsin Idea. 

The Wisconsin Idea, Jack Stark, National Conference of State Legislatures, Legal Services Staff Sec-
tion, Legislative Lawyer, Autumn 1995. (354/St212) This article in the NCSL magazine provides a 
short description of the Wisconsin Idea and how this concept influenced Wisconsin history. 
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The Wisconsin Idea, Leslie H. Fishel, Jr., State Historical Society of Wisconsin, A Wisconsin Fifteen, 
1998. (906/W7L9) Provides a detailed history of the Wisconsin Idea and Charles McCarthy. Discusses 
McCarthy’s background and how he inspired the Wisconsin Idea. 

The Wisconsin Idea: A Tribute to Carlisle P. Runge, University of Wisconsin Extension, 1981. 
(377.5/W7d1)  As a tribute to Professor Carlisle P. Runge, this publication documents the emergence 
of the Wisconsin Idea, its legacy and its contributions for the future. 

The Wisconsin Idea: Extension Programs in the University of Wisconsin System, University of Wis-
consin Extension, 1992. (374.5/W7d4/1992) This UW-Extension publication illustrates how its pro-
grams continue the traditions of the Wisconsin Idea. 

The Wisconsin Idea: If the Idea is Good Enough It Just Keeps Coming, News Front, 1974. 
(338.2/N47) Illustrates how the Wisconsin Idea has provided a foundation for Wisconsin’s politics, eco-
nomics, and lifestyle. 

The Wisconsin Idea in the Twenty-first Century: Planning Another Century of Good Government, 
Commission for the Study of Administrative Value and Efficiency (SAVE Commission), 1994. 
(354/W7j)  Summarizes remarks the commission received from University of Wisconsin-Madison fac-
ulty which emphasized the importance of the Wisconsin Idea in reinventing state and local government 
in Wisconsin for the next century. 

The Wisconsin Idea: The University’s Service to the State, Jack Stark, and The Wisconsin Idea for the 
21st Century, Alan B. Knox and Joe Corry, 1995-1996 Wisconsin Blue Book.  Provides an overview of 
the importance of the Wisconsin Idea and the University of Wisconsin’s valuable part in the concept. 
In addition, it discusses how the state and the university will benefit from the Wisconsin Idea in the 21st 
Century. 

Wisconsin’s Legal History: An Article Series, Joseph A. Ranney, 1998.  (341/R17b) A series of articles 
focusing on the events and concepts that have shaped Wisconsin’s legal history, including the develop-
ment and implementation of the Wisconsin Idea. The series contains two articles about Charles 
McCarthy and John R. Common and their involvement with the Wisconsin Idea. 

NOTE: Numbers in parentheses are catalog numbers for materials in the Dr. H. Rupert Theobald Legis-
lative Library at the Legislative Reference Bureau. Readers are also referred to clippings filed in the 
library under State Government in Wisconsin (354/W7z). 


